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Abstract  
Chemically, inorganic compounds are the most basic substances found in groundwater. Most of these 

compounds are classified as minerals because of their positive or negative ions (chemical substances with a 

positive or negative charge) that are formed when they are submerged in liquid. These include heavy metals, 

halides, oxyanions and cations, radioactive materials, and other inorganic compounds. Inorganic pollutants, 

due to their nonbiodegradability, may stay in aqueous systems for prolonged periods of time, causing significant 

degradation of water quality. Quality of water, Water contamination, Pollution sources, following are a few of 

the most significant causes of water pollution: It is possible to categories water contamination into a number of 

different subcategories. Compounds and nutrients that is necessary for plant development. 
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I. INTRODCTION 
Even now, the world's water supply remains one of the most mismanaged. The most abundant resource 

is water. However, in the name of progress, the quality of the water that can be accessed has deteriorated 

significantly. In addition to being a universal solvent, water is physically impossible to avoid polluting due to its 

ability to dissolve practically any chemical. Many rivers, lakes, and even reservoirs are being polluted by 

population growth, unregulated urbanization, and uncontrolled industrialization. Drinking and irrigating with 

groundwater is causing it to become contaminated and quickly die. It used to be the sole source of clean water in 

the area. Once contaminated, soil water may remain toxic for hundreds of years. 

Internal and external linkages in aquatic ecosystems are very dynamic and complex, making them 

highly sensitive to a wide range of perturbations. Contaminants enter the water system and pose major 

problems, harming aquatic life and even causing mass deaths. Pollutants change the chemistry of water, 

lowering its quality and endangering the biological balance of aquatic ecosystems. Water pollution in the 

aquatic environment is often comprised of a wide variety of compounds, ranging from agricultural pesticides 

and cyanides to salts and minerals like phosphate and nitrate to residential and industrial organic waste1016. 

Toxic chemicals are responsible for a majority of the pollution seen in aquatic environments. Oxygen-

demanding sewage, pathogenic substances and plant nutrients are only a few examples of waste that may be 

classed as such. Inorganic and organic chemicals as well as chemical compounds such as sediments, radiation 

agents, heat, oil and detergents can also be categorized. The aquatic environment has received a lot of attention 

because of its sensitivity to heavy metals, which are hazardous to aquatic biomass because they are 

bioaccumulative in it as a result of the food chain. Air deposition, human erosion, untreated industrial waste, 

drainage of domestic sewage, and mixed rubbish disposal all have a substantial impact on pollutants entering 

inland water systems, which are particularly susceptible.  

 

Water 

(Chemical formulations) water chemically, water (H2O) is a water-soluble inorganic compound that 

has no flavour, odour, or colour. In all known living creatures' fluids and in the Earth's hydrosphere, it is a 

necessary component. It is essential, yet it does not include calories or biological components for all known life. 

One of the molecules of water may be found in a covalent link between an oxygen atom and two hydrogen 

atoms, as shown by the chemical formula H2O. In this case, the hydrogen and oxygen atoms are joined at an 

angle of 104.45°. When a fluid H2O is at standard temperatures and pressures, it is referred to be "water." There 

are several natural streams. As nebula, it produces rain and aerosols. Precipitation Particles of ice and water are 

floating in the clouds. When crystalline ice is precisely shattered, the gaseous state of water is steam or water 

vapour. More over 70 percent of the Earth's surface is covered by water. One percent of water is found in the ice 

caps, one percent in clouds, one percent in groundwater, and one percent in the atmosphere. In the Antarctic, 
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Greenland (1%), and the ice caps of Antarctica, Greenland (1%), there is a small amount of water (0.001 

percent). All of the water in the world is always moving toward the ocean by evaporation, transpiration 

(evapotranspiration), condensation, rushes, or rainwater runoff. 

 

Water Quality 

Near rivers and canals, surface and subsurface aquifers provide the majority of the drinking water. 

Agricultural runoff and untreated industrial and municipal effluents are being poured into rivers at an alarming 

rate, resulting in rapidly declining surface water quality. When a river's flow is accelerating, the amount of 

suspended solids increases. Most rivers have been expanded and diluted to the point that aquatic species can no 

longer survive in them. Polluted sources of water must be adequately treated to eliminate harmful pollutants 

before they can be made safe for consumption by humans. 

Aquifers provide the majority of the world's potable water, at over 70% of total supply. As a result of 

over-pumping salty water, groundwater quality is deteriorating. There are several factors that affect the quality 

of drinking water, including the water source, the amount and effectiveness of water treatment, and the 

condition of the water supply lines. Microbe-infected water is the most pressing problem. The distribution of 

drinking water in urban areas does not satisfy World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines. Sewage and 

drinking water systems are often connected together, and this creates an ideal breeding ground for 

microorganisms. After slow sand filtration and chlorination, water from filtration stations cannot be consumed. 

Pretreatment facilities for water purification are rare in rural regions. We know that microbial contamination and 

poor water quality are the root causes of this. Surface runoff puts hand pumps and wells at danger of floods. 

 

Water pollution 

The contamination, typically as a consequence of human activity, of water bodies in a way which 

adversely affects their legal usage, is water polluting (or aquatic pollution). The capacity of the water body to 

deliver the ecosystem services that would otherwise be provided by water pollution decreases. For example, 

lakes, waterways, seas, aquifers, reservoirs and groundwater belong to water bodies. When pollutants are 

entered in such water bodies, water contamination occurs. For example, unprocessed wastewater may degradate 

these aquatic habitats into natural waterways. Every plant or creature in or exposed to contaminated bodies of 

water may be affected. This may damage individual species and their natural habitats. Water pollution may also 

result in water-borne conditions for those who use polluted water to be able to consume, bathe, wash or irrigate. 

Pollution by surface water a water contamination source may be a point source (e.g., lakes, rivers, and 

estuaries, and areas of the sea-polluted marine ocean) or non-point source. A wastewater treatment plant or a 

storm drain is examples of point sources. Nonpoint sources, such agricultural runoff, are more dispersed. The 

cumulative impact over time is the consequence of pollution. Clean potable water supplies are an essential 

ecosystem function supplied by some fresh water systems, but about a billion people worldwide are unable to 

obtain clean potable water due to pollution. Conditions of stress (e.g. changes in pH, hypoxia or anoxia, 

temperatures stressful, excessive turbidity, unpleasant taste or odour and changes in salinity) or pathophobia can 

be contamination as toxic substances (e.g. petroleum, plastics, persistent organic pollution, and industrial waste 

products) or pathogenic bodies. Organic and inorganic compounds may be included in contaminants. Thermal 

pollution is also known as thermal pollution. Refrigerant water is a frequent source of thermal pollution in 

power plants and industrial facilities. 

 

SOURCES OF WATER POLLUTION 

There are two ways for water to become polluted. there is a single point of origin and there is more 

than one non-point of origin. Pollutant point sources are those that can be located and identified directly as the 

source of pollution. Oil spills from tankers and other sources, as well as pipes connecting to factories, are all 

examples of industrial runoff. Point sources of pollution such as waste water effluent (from municipal and 

industrial sources) and storm sewer discharge have a significant influence on the area in which they occur. Non-

point sources of pollution, on the other hand, are those that come from a variety of origins and infiltrate 

groundwater or surface water in a variety of ways, as well as arriving in the environment from unknown 

sources.. 

1. “ Organic water pollutants: In addition to pesticides and herbicides and other chemicals, the list 

includes microorganisms from sewage and animal farms as well as food processing waste” 

2. Inorganic water pollutants: “Surface runoff, forest fires (slash-and-burn), logging, and land fill are all 

sources of heavy metals that contribute to acid mine drainage. Agricultural fertilizers such as nitrates and 

phosphates, as well as chemical waste from industrial effluents, are further sources.” 

Some of the important sources of water pollution are discussed below 

Urbanization: “Phosphorus concentrations in urban catchments tend to rise as populations increase in such 

areas. Growing imperviousness, rising runoff from urbanized surfaces, and a rise in municipal and industrial 
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discharges all combine to raise urban stream nutrient loads. Thus, in terms of stream damage, urbanization 

comes in second to agriculture”. 

Sewage and other Oxygen Demanding Wastes: Massive amounts of organic and non-biodegradable trash are 

created every day, making it impossible to effectively manage solid waste. As a result, rubbish is disposed of in 

most regions of India in an improper manner, increasing the pollution load in surface and groundwater. Sewage 

may act as a fertiliser by releasing nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus, which are essential for plant and 

animal growth, into the environment.  

Industrial Wastes: Industries like steel and paper require large amounts of water during the manufacturing 

process, and as a result, they are often located along riverbanks where they may dump and discharge hazardous 

material into rivers as effluent. Chemical enterprises involved in the production of aluminium emit huge 

amounts of fluoride into the atmosphere and waterways through effluents. Fertilizers are responsible for the 

majority of ammonia emissions, whereas steel mills are responsible for a far smaller share. Chromium salts are 

used to produce sodium dichromate and other chromium compounds in industrial operations. All of these 

emissions end up as effluents in waterways, where they harm human health and aquatic life. 

Agro-chemical Wastes: Water and power for irrigation are heavily subsidized in the agriculture industry for 

political reasons. As a result, water is wasted through flood irrigation instead of being used for more efficient 

watering methods like sprinkler and drip. Crop patterns and farming techniques might also discourage farmers 

from making wise water management decisions. Breach and seepage cause water logging and salinity because 

of water losses. Fertilizers, pesticides (herbicides and insecticides, for example) and other chemicals often 

employed in crop fields to boost production are examples of agro-chemical waste. Pesticides from field farms 

and agricultural operations pollute waterways and soils when they are improperly disposed of. It is important to 

know that pesticides such as DDT and Hexachloro Benzene are among the most widely used.  

Nutrient enrichment: Surface water nutrition sources can be roughly classified as either natural or artificial. 

The natural system maintains a balance between the production and consumption of nutrients throughout time, 

therefore pollution from natural sources is minimal. Agricultural, household, and industrial wastes are all 

sources of anthropogenic pollutants. Stream and river nutrient concentrations are closely linked to human land 

use and disturbance. Amending the watershed with N and P has connections to agricultural and urban land 

usage. Rivers in the temperate zone bordering the North Atlantic Ocean have significant total N fluxes that are 

closely linked to the amount of net human N intake into their catchments.  

Thermal pollution: Water temperature fluctuations have a negative impact on water quality and aquatic life. 

Human activities are to blame for the most majority of water-borne thermal pollution. For example, thermal 

pollution can come from a variety of places including nuclear power plants and coal-fired plants, as well as 

refineries and steel mills that release large amounts of heat into the environment, producing changes in the 

receiving water's physical, chemical, and biological aspects. Due to decreased oxygen concentration, high 

temperatures stress aquatic life. They also cause reproductive cycle problems, respiratory problems and 

digestion problems as well as other changes in physiological rate. 

Oil spillage: Oil spills from cargo tankers conveying gasoline, diesel, and derivatives into the sea have a major 

influence on the ocean's water quality. When oil is discovered off-shore, it can lead to oil pollution in water 

because the resulting emulsion of water and oil spreads across the ocean's surface. 

The disruption of sediments: Hydroelectric dams and water storage reservoirs can restrict sediment flow, 

which can have negative effects on beach development and erosion along the coast. They can also diminish 

nutrients from rivers entering the sea. Increasing the flow of sediment might also cause issues. During 

construction, large volumes of dirt, rock, and other fine powders may infiltrate nearby rivers, turning the water 

murky and polluting the ecology (muddy or silted). If there is too much silt in the water, it may clog the gills of 

fish, resulting in death. 

Acid rain pollution: Acid rain, for example, can injure or kill plants because it lowers the pH level in the water 

surrounding them. Sulfuric and nitric acids are generated in the atmosphere as a result of interactions between 

atmospheric sulphur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide and other atmospheric molecules like hydrogen and oxygen. 

Volcanic eruptions and the combustion of fossil fuels, as well as human activity, generate these gases. As rain or 

snow, these acids make their way to the earth's surface. Upon reaching the earth, acid rain releases its acidic 

components into streams, where they enter bodies of water. In aquatic habitats, acid rain reduces water pH and 

harms aquatic life. 

Radioactive waste: There is radioactive contamination in water because radioactive elements are present in the 

water supply. Small dosages temporarily accelerate the metabolism, whereas excessive quantities slowly 

degrade the body, resulting in genetic mutation. Small doses. One possible source is radioactive sediment, water 

from nuclear atomic reactors or mining of radioactive materials. Another possibility is radioisotopes utilized for 

medicinal or scientific purposes 
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TYPES OF WATER POLLUTANTS 

Water Pollutants are classified as:- 

 (i) OXYGEN- Demanding wastes 

A body of water has been classified as polluted when they DO Concentration drops below the level necessary 

for sustaining a normal biota Because of the water. Substances referred to as oxygen-demanding waste have 

been the principal cause of deoxygenation in water. 

These are substances easily broken down or decayed by bacterial activity in the presence of oxygen. The 

available dissolved oxygen has been consumed by bacterial activity and thus the presence of such materials 

quickly gives rise to depletion of dissolved oxygen. 

Bacteria oxidize organic wastes to carbon dioxide and water, which are oxygen-demanding. Since their 

composition causes oxygen loss in freshwater and marine systems alike, these chemicals have proved harmful. 

Toxic wastes such as sewage and other oxygen-demanding wastes are considered water pollutants because their 

degradation results in oxygen depletion, which harms (and in some cases kills) aquatic life such as fish and 

amphibians. They also cause unpleasant smells and degrade drinking water supplies for humans, livestock, and 

agriculture. 

Some inorganic materials are found in this category as well as byproducts from tanning operations, but the 

majority of oxygen-demanding waste is organic. Pollutants in this category come from sewage, industrial food 

wastes (domestic and animal), and waste from paper mills, as well as waste from slaughter houses and meat-

packing plants. Because the effects of adding these elements to water depend on the quantity of water available 

for dilution, it's not unexpected that low DO concerns have been particularly prevalent. At times of low water 

levels, such in the late summer or early fall, 

Carbon is the most prevalent element in the vast majority of pollutants of this sort. Carbon oxidation to CO2 is 

one of the reactions they go through with bacterial support. 

c + o2 —>co2  

A total of 32 grammes of oxygen are required in this process to completely oxidise the 12 grammes of carbon. 

As a result, for the reaction to occur, the carbon must have approximately three times as much oxygen as it 

weighs. To react with 3 ppm of dissolved carbon, 9 ppm of oxygen is needed. This is comparable to the 

interaction between a gallon of water's dissolved oxygen and a single drop of oil. It's simple to understand how 

water's dissolved oxygen level may drop rapidly. 

 

(ii) DISEASE-CAUSING AGENTS 

A certain percentage of the population will get sick and be able to introduce pathogens into the water supply in 

every given town. In addition, hospitals flush waste water into rivers and groundwater systems. As a result, 

regular water supply monitoring relies on the MPN (most probable number) technique to identify individual 

infectious agents since it requires time-consuming and specialized tools to analyze large numbers of samples. To 

find out how many intestinal bacteria are present in a particular water sample, this method is used. The presence 

of these organisms, even if they aren't harmful, serves as a good predictor of potential pathogen contamination 

in a water source. There are several sources of bacteria and other microbes that are capable of causing sickness 

in humans and cattle, including sanatoria, tanning and slaughtering industries and boats that spew waste water 

into the environment. Disease microorganisms are virtually always present in sewage in any size community 

since the same sick individual is likely to be around at any given moment. Human illnesses come in many 

forms, and not all of them may be spread by water. 

Examples of Human Infections 

(A) Animal infections that are of public health importance because they ' are transmissible to man. 

• Inoculation or contact with animal excrement transmits tetanus from horses and cattle. 

• The bubonic plague is spread through the bite of an imseet (a kind of flea). 

• Herbivorous animals may spread anthrax to humans via direct contact with infected wounds. 

• Rabies is spread by the bites of dogs, bats, and other animals. 

• Tuberculosis in cattle may be transmitted by ingested or exhaled bacteria. 

• Yellow fever in the jungle is spread by mosquito bites from infected monkeys. 

• Various kinds of encephalitis transmitted by mosquitoes to birds and fowl. 

• Trichinosis acquired through consuming swine products. 

(B)  Primarily human infection in which the infective agent has a certain period of extra human 

residence before transmission. 

• Schistosomiasis ("snail fever") from water from snails.  

• Urban yellow fever from mosquitoes. 

• Hookworm from soil by skin penetration.  

• Malaria (also a mosquito infection).from mosquitoes.  

• Typhus from lice. 
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(C) Disinfection of the external environment and transmission from man to man of infectious 

diseases. 

• Bacillary dysentery, poliomyelitis and infections of hepatitis from water and food are all examples of 

diseases that can be spread by ingesting the bacteria that cause them.  

• Illnesses caused by staphylococcal and streptococcal bacteria found in food or airborne in the 

environment.  

• Small pox from air, dust and the proximate environment through inhalation.  

• Diseases caused by the Coxsackie and ECHO viruses can be contracted by drinking contaminated 

water. However, water is the primary means of transmission for many diseases that regularly destroy human 

populations, such as cholera and typhoid. 

 

(iii) PLANT NUTRIENTS 

A key limiting element in the development of offal plants is nutrient availability. Nitrogen and phosphorus in 

plants can increase aquatic plant development, which interferes with water use and decays later to generate 

undesirable aromas and adds to the BOD of the water. These nutrients are able to boost aquatic plant growth. In 

addition to interfering with recreational applications, excessive algal growths generate low dissolved oxygen 

levels and create treatment challenges for towns and industry. ppm by weight or mg/I, which have been 

essentially equal in water, have been used to express plant nutrient concentrations. However, the concentration 

of soluble inorganic nitrogen and phosphorus has been critical, and it is important to distinguish between the 

two when expressing the levels, such as between phosphorus and phosphates, for example. 

Eutrophication refers to the enrichment of water with nutrients that occurs as a result of a naturally occurring 

biological activity. The phrase "natural ageing of lakes" is derived from two greak words meaning "well 

nourished," and this enrichment leads to other gradual processes. 

 

The following are the stages of lake eutrophication and ageing: 

• Lake water becomes more fertile when dirt and nutrients from the drainage basin are carried into the 

lake. 

• As a result of the enhanced fertility, aquatic plant and animal populations have grown. 

• The lake grows shallower, warmer, and more nutrient-rich as the amount of living stuff and organic 

deposists increases. 

• Vegetation takes root from the bottom and eventually fills the available area as time passes.  

• As the lake was progressively covered by vegetation, it turned into a marsh and then a field or 

woodland. 

(iv) OIL 

Because of the vast yearly quantities produced, distributed, and used, there is some oil pollution in the 

environment. Accidental or deliberate transmission of contagious illnesses is possible. 

(v) Inorganic chemicals and mineral substances  

This group of water contaminants includes inorganic salts, mineral acids, and finely divided metals or metal 

compounds. Smelting, mining, mine drainage, and other natural activities introduce toxins into the water supply. 

When they are present, the water's acidity, salinity, and toxicity may all be exacerbated. Urban runoff and 

municipal and industrial waste streams carry a wide variety of inorganic chemicals into the water supply. 

PPM weight and mg/L concentration are other ways to represent them. These contaminants have the power to 

harm or kill aquatic life, including fish, and they can also affect whether water is suitable for drinking or 

industrial use. Not only are a large number of these inorganic compounds hazardous, but they also accumulate in 

the food supply and pollute it. 

 

Inorganic minerals and chemical compounds 

A wide range of inorganic compounds may be found from municipal and industrial waste water and 

urban runoffs into normal water. These contaminants (including As, Ca, Cd, F, Hg, and Na and Pb compounds) 

harm or kill fish and other aquatic lives and make the water inadequate for dinners or industrial use. The 

presence of mercury in water is a notable example. Inorganic mercury converts into methyl mercury CH3Hg+, a 

source of anaerobic bacteria in bottom muds which may lead to mercury toxic in living conditions. In oil 

boiling, when brine is pushed to surface, it is released together with crude oil. At times the amount of salt may 

have retrieved more than three times the volume of crude oil. This salt is a possible water contaminant. Air and 

water-related sular acid, which is transported into lakes and rivers through water drainage from mines, is the 

minerals that are made from sulphur (for example, iron pyrites, copper pyrites). Acid's presence impacts water 

life. NaCl and CaCl2 are added to the melting of road snow in huge quantities in the cold regions, pollute well 

water, make their way into lakes and rivers, and damage the aquatic life severely 
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II. CONCLUSION 
This approach is used to determine metal ions in a wide range of materials, including water, soil, leafy 

vegetables, and Ayurvedic medicine. The analyses yielded satisfactory findings. Comparable findings have been 

achieved using dithiozone techniques. No heating or extraction is required for the proposed procedures, which 

are sample-sensitive, fairly selective, and quick. All of the current reagents can be made and purified with 

relative ease. These reagents have the greatest advantage of being water-soluble, which makes it easier to 

estimate the concentration of metal ions in water. Arsenic levels in drinking water are typically quite low, 

however there have been occurrences of endemically poisoned water. Arsenic has been found in industrial 

effluents, however river and stream self-purification and better wastewater releases should assist to lessen this 

issue. Data on water quality parameters is evaluated in terms of definitions, sources and impacts as well as the 

effects and methods of assessing them. Each sort of water has its own description that goes into detail about how 

it is classified based on its quality. 

 

REFERENCE 
[1]. Humaira Khan, M. Jamaluddine Ahmed et ai, Analytical Science, (2005) Vol. 21, pp. 507 -512.  
[2]. Vogel, A,L, "A Text Book of Quantitative Inorganic Analysis, ” 3rd edn., ELBS and Longman (1975) p. 325.  

[3]. Ferrin, D.D. and Boyd Dempsey, BuffersforpH and metal on control, Chapman and Hall, London 91974, p. 128.  

[4]. Fifield F.W. and Haines P.J. (ed), "Environmental Analytical Chemistry", (2000) Blackwell Science, p. 378.  
[5]. Kamburova, M., Talanta, (1993) 40(5), pp. 719 - 723.  

[6]. Hussain Reddy, K and Venkata Reddy, D, Acta ciencia India, (1984) Vol. XC, No. 4, 207.  

[7]. Kazumi Inagaki etai, The Analyst, (2000) 125, 191 - 196.  
[8]. Foster De Snell and Comeelia T. Snell. "Colorimetric methods of analysis", (1949) 3rd edn, Vol. 11 "pp 92.  

[9]. Marczenko, Z., Spectrophotometric determination of elements, Wiley, New York, (1976) 241, 351 and 602. 

[10]. Silverstein, R.M., Bassler, G.C. and Morrill, T.C. “Spectrophotometric identification oforganic compound”, 5th edition, John wiley, 
New York 1991.  

[11]. Banks, R.C., Matjeka, E.R. and Mercer, G., “Introductory problems in spectroscopy", Benjamin/cumming publishing company Inc., 

Meylo park, California, 1980  
[12]. Phillips, J.P. and Merrit, L.L., J.Am. Chem. Soc. 70, 410 (1948). 

[13]. Abbs, D., McInnes, K., Rafter, T. (2007). The impact of climate change on extreme rainfall and coastal sea levels over South-East 

Queensland, Part 2: A high-resolution modelling study of the effect of climate change on the intensity of extreme rainfall events. 
CSIRO Division of Marine and Atmospheric Research, Aspendale, Victoria, Australia: pp. 35. 

[14]. Abbs, D., Rafter, T. (2008). The effect of climate change on extreme rainfall events in the Westernport region. CSIRO Division of 

Marine and Atmospheric Research, Aspendale, Victoria, Australia: pp. 32. 
[15]. ABS (2010). Australian Bereau of Statistics. Catalogue No. 1318.3 - Qld 

Stats,Feb2010.http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/1318.3 Main%20Features3Feb%202010. Access date 10 May 

2010. 
 


