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Centipedes are predatory, terrestrial arthropods and are found primarily in tropics, they are relatives of the
insects. The name “centipede” literally means 100 legs, and without a doubt some species of centipedes have almost
100 legs. Centipedes can be identified by their long, segmented body with each segment bearing one pair of legs.
Centipedes are predators; they feed on any small crawling organisms they can catch. Centipedes are seen in a range of
habitats but typically they can be found in moist, secluded places such as under stones, under logs, leaves or bark.

There are few genus among them Scolopendra is the giant centipede, may also be common in parts of
northern Western Ghats of India. Among all the centipedes, Scolopendra is considered to be the most dangerous
because of its venomous fangs and aggressive behavior.

Centipedes of the genus Scolopendra are active predators, feeding mostly on insects and other invertebrates.
Larger specimens have been observed preying on frogs, tarantulas, lizards, birds, snakes, rodents, and even bats
(Hardy 1957; Barr and Norton 1965; Gillette and Kimbrough 1970; Hopkins and Hopkins 1982; Rodriguez and
Reagan 1984; Rodriguez-Duran and Lewis 1985; Rodriguez-Duran 1996; Hutterer and Ray 1997; Souza et al. 1997;
Sparks et al. 2000 and Molinari et al. 2005). However, there is no records of cannibalism in Scolopendra has been
recorded yet.

Here in this study we are reporting the cannibalism in the genus Scolopendra. On 27" October 2022 at
13.45hrs on a call of snake rescue the team of Wildlife Protection and Research Society got the opportunity to record
this activity of Scolopendra sp. rescuers were trying to find the snake at the backyard of the house at Umbarle village,
Dapoli, Ratnagiri, however centipede fell from one of the log while searching under the logs lying there, it was
carrying group of juveniles with her; due to a sudden event two juveniles (Image 1 and 2) fell from her stomach; it
seems she was trying to search something around her, but suddenly she grabbed and started eating them, immediate
after she went under a nearby stone. The entire incident was recorded on video.

Further, species of centipede was confirmed by first author. Scolopendra subspinipes is widespread species
of the centipedes. Yet, there is no record of cannibalism in this species has been reported from India. There is need to
conduct studies to know ecology of centipedes of India.
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7 Imge 1. Scolopendra subspinipes feeding on its own juvenile
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Image 2. Scolopendra subspinipes feeding on its own juvenile
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