IOSR Journal Of Humanities And Social Science (I0OSR-JHSS)
Volume 29, Issue 9, Series 2 (September, 2024) 52-53

e-ISSN: 2279-0837, p-ISSN: 2279-0845.
www.iosrjournals.org

Climate Change and Its Impact on Violence Against Rural
Women in India: An Interdisciplinary Perspective

Abstract

This research paper explores the complex relationship between climate change and gender-based violence,
particularly focusing on rural women in India. Using a multidisciplinary approach, the paper investigates how
rising temperatures, economic disruptions, and migration due to climate change exacerbate gender inequalities
and increase instances of domestic violence. Drawing on data from UN Women, JAMA Psychiatry, and various
Indian scholars such as Radhakamal Mukerjee, Indra Munshi, Bina Agarwal, and Shobhita Jain, this study
provides a theoretical and empirical analysis of this phenomenon.
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. Introduction

Climate change is increasingly recognized as not just an environmental issue but a societal one, with
far-reaching impacts on vulnerable populations. Rural women in India, who already face structural inequalities,
bear the brunt of climate-induced crises. This paper explores the specific ways in which climate change is
driving increased violence against women, particularly in rural settings. Building on the theories of Radhakamal
Mukerjee and Bina Agarwal, and drawing on the data from organizations like UN Women and studies published
in JAMA Psychiatry, this paper highlights how economic, social, and environmental factors intersect to
exacerbate gender-based violence.

Il. Research Methodology
This research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative analysis of secondary
literature with quantitative data analysis from various studies. Key sources include reports from UN Women,
studies from JAMA Psychiatry, and data published in the Economic and Political Weekly (EPW). In addition,
this study incorporates theoretical perspectives from prominent Indian scholars such as Indra Munshi, Bina
Agarwal, and Maria Mies to frame the intersectional impacts of climate change and gender-based violence.

Data Sources

1. UN Women Reports on Climate Change and Gender-Based Violence.

2. JAMA Psychiatry Study on Heat-Induced Domestic Violence in South Asia.

3. Economic and Political Weekly (EPW) articles related to climate change impacts on rural India.

4. Theoretical contributions from Indian scholars including Radhakamal Mukerjee, Indra Munshi, Bina
Agarwal, and Shobhita Jain.

Research Process

The research process involved gathering empirical data from reliable sources such as the UN and JAMA
Psychiatry, followed by a detailed literature review of scholarly articles. Key themes were identified: economic
stress, migration, and social instability due to climate change, and their correlation with gender-based violence
in rural areas.

Theoretical Framework

This study is grounded in an interdisciplinary theoretical framework. Radhakamal Mukerjee’s
ecological perspective on society provides the foundation for understanding how environmental stressors like
climate change disrupt social structures, leading to increased violence. Indra Munshi’s analysis of rural
women’s vulnerability, Bina Agarwal’s work on gender and property rights, and Maria Mies’s feminist
perspective on development further inform the discussion on how climate-induced economic deprivation and
migration exacerbate violence.
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Tabular Data Presentation

Region Temperature Increase (°C) Increase in Violence (%)
Northern India 1°C 8% increase in physical violence
Southern India 1.5°C 7.3% increase in sexual violence
Western India 0.9°C 5% increase in economic
violence
Limitations

The primary limitation of this study is the lack of direct longitudinal data tracking climate change and violence
trends in rural India. Additionally, empirical data on climate-induced migration and its connection to gender-
based violence remains sparse. Further research is needed to address these gaps.

I11.  Conclusion
Climate change, as demonstrated in this study, is a significant factor contributing to the rise in violence
against rural women in India. The interplay of environmental stress, economic hardships, and social instability
exacerbates existing gender inequalities. Future climate action plans must integrate gender-sensitive approaches
to effectively mitigate these impacts.

Key Takeaways

1. A 1°C increase in temperature correlates with a significant rise in intimate partner violence in rural India.
2. Economic stress and migration due to climate change disproportionately impact women, leading to increased
domestic violence.

3. Gender-sensitive climate action plans are essential for protecting vulnerable populations in rural areas.
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