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Abstract 
The study explores the significance of Ndokwa material cultural objects in the context of painting and visual 

exploration. The Ndokwa people are found in Nigeria’s delta region, possess a rich heritage characterized by 

very unique expressions manifested in their cultural artifacts. The research evaluates how these materials objects 

which are traditional mask, woven fabrics, pottery, musical instruments and sacrificial items, serve not only as 

functional objects but also as pivotal sources or inspiration for contemporary painters. By analyzing specifics 

case studies where Ndokwa objects have influenced modern artistic practices, this research highlights the 

interplay between cultural identity, historical narrative and creative expression. Furthermore, the study examines 

the roles of such cultural objects through different painting exploration, ultimately, this exploration underscore 

the importance of integrating traditional cultural elements into contemporary art, contributing to a more 

profound understanding of the Ndokwa people, Values, beliefs and aesthetic Responsibilities. 
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I. Introduction: 
The Ndokwa people as an ethnic group are located in the south south region of Nigeria, precisely Delta 

State. They are endowed with rich culture that is vividly expressed through their material culture. This research 

delves into the appraisal of the significance of Ndokwa material cultural. Object within the realm of painting, 

aiming to illuminate how these artifacts not only serves as aesthetics inspirations but also embody deep rooted 

social cultural narratives, spiritual beliefs and community identity in contemporary artistic practices. The 

integration of traditional material cultural objects invites a dialogue between past and present, enriching the 

narrative frameworks through which artists engage with their works. 

Material culture includes the tangible expression of a community’s values, practices, and environments, 

manifesting in forms such as textiles, pottery masks and sculptures are inbuilt with meanings that reflects the 

historical experiences, cosmology, and social structures. Each item tells a story, revealing insights into the ndokwa 

community. The appraisal of these materials goes beyond mere aesthetics 

Appreciation, it involves understanding the intricate relationships between the objects and the cultural 

narratives they represent. The incorporation of Ndokwa material cultural objects in painting context, serves as a 

powerful tool for artist to engage with and interpret their heritage, through the medium of paint, artist can explore 

themes of identity, belonging, and continuity, often using traditional symbols with contemporary techniques and 

styles. This fusion creates a dynamic space for artistic expression that honors ancestral wisdom while addressing 

modern realities. By using Ndokwa artifacts as a source of inspiration, painters can challenge boundaries of 

conventional art practices and push for a deeper recognition of cultural significance in visual story telling. 

Furthermore, this exploration seeks to underscore the profound significance of ndokwa material cultural 

objects in painting, revealing the ways in which these items for understanding and 

Expressing the complexities of Ndokwa identity. By engaging with the aesthetics and symbolic 

dimensions of these artifacts, contemporary artists enable a richer appreciation of the Ndokwa people’s values, 



Appraisal Of The Significance Of Ndokwa Material Cultural Objects In Painting Exploration. 

DOI: 10.9790/0837-3001074348                    www.iosrjournals.org                                          44 |Page 

beliefs and creative legacies. This research will not only enhance our understanding expression but of honoring 

and preserving the cultural treasures that defines the Ndokwa people’s unique heritage. 

The Ndokwa peoples material cultural objects are rich in artifacts that reflects their believes and artistic 

traditions however, there exists a significant gap in the systemic appraisal of these cultural objects, particularly, 

within the context of contemporary painting exploration, while some artistic practices remains under research and 

insufficiently documented. This lack of understanding limits both the appreciation of the ndokwa heritage and its 

potential influence or contemporary art forms.In addition, as globalization continues to shape artistic expressions, 

the unique narratives embedded within Ndokwa material culture risk being overshadowed or misrepresented. This 

calls for an urgent examination of how these cultural objects can be authentically integrated into contemporary 

painting, ensuring that their meanings are preserves and conveyed accurately, by addressing the problem, we can 

promote a deeper communication about the importance of cultural identity, and create legacies and better 

contribute to the preservation and celebration of the Ndokwa people distinctive cultural heritage in the modern 

artistic landscape.This research will address how Ndokwa materials cultural objects influence contemporary 

painting practices, and what significance do these objects hold in the exploration and expression of cultural 

identity within the Ndokwa community hence, it will analyze Ndokwa cultural materials, their artistic 

interpretation, cultural identity, cultural engagement and its impact on art discourse. Additionally, the research 

would contribute to a deeper understanding or the significance or Ndokwa material culture in contemporary art 

and its border implication for cultural preservation and identity ultimately, the objective of these research is to 

appraise the significance of Ndokwa material cultural objects in painting exploration, critically analyzing and 

interpreting how these objects serves as symbol of cultural heritage, identity  and cultural narratives within 

contemporary artistic practices which are aimed at identifying key cultural elements such as their historical and 

cultural identity, exploring their artistic representation and evaluating ndokwa communities from local 

communities which can help shape the interpretation and presentation of their heritage in contemporary arts, 

promoting dialogue around cultural preservation in an increasingly globalized world. 

The appraisal of Ndokwa material cultural object within the context of painting exploration includes 

several interconnected domains which is aimed to investigate the representation, significance and impact of 

Ndokwa cultural artifacts in contemporary art practices. The scope is structured around cultural significance, 

artistic representation, cultural preservation, heritage and many other relevant areas. Hence the research holds 

significant importance, multifaceted impact on cultural preservation, identity affirmation, educational 

enhancement, and community empowerment. By appraising Ndokwa material cultural objects through painting 

exploration, it contributes to a richer understanding of cultural narratives in global world. 

 

Ndokwa material cultural objects. 

Ndokwa people has rich heritage that includes various material cultural objects. Here are  examples of 

some selected Ndokwa material cultural objects: 

 

Pottery: 

Handcrafted pottery or ceramic items that may include cooking pots, water vessels, and ceremonial 

items, often decorated with traditional motifs. 

 

Ritual objects: 

Items used on religious or spiritual practices, such as shrines altars and tools for making offerings. 

 

Musical instruments: 

Cultural objects of dance and merriments such as flute, drums, shakana and many more. 

 

Jewelry: 

Traditional adornments made from beads, metals, shells that signifies status, identity or beauty with the 

community. 

 

Baskets: 

Hand-woven baskets used for storage, carrying goods or as part of ceremonial objects. 

 

Fishing gear: 

Traditional nets and tools used in fishing, vital for the Ndokwa community livelihood. 

 

 

 

 



Appraisal Of The Significance Of Ndokwa Material Cultural Objects In Painting Exploration. 

DOI: 10.9790/0837-3001074348                    www.iosrjournals.org                                          45 |Page 

 
Figure 1-3 Selected Ndokwa Material Cultural Objects Selected By Ojieh Valentina Edna 2024 

 

 
Figure 4-5 Selected Ndokwa Material Cultural Objects Selected By Ojieh Valentina Edna 2024 

 

 
Figure 6-11 Selected Ndokwa Material Cultural Objects Selected By Ojieh Valentina Edna 2024 
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Ndokwa Cultural Heritage  is rich with symbols, artifacts, and traditions that inform the identities of its 

people. Recent works have emphasized the importance of these cultural objects as sources of inspiration for 

contemporary artists. For instance, Okundaye (2018) discusses how traditional artifacts serve not only as 

decorative elements but also as carriers of historical narratives and socio-cultural meanings in Nigerian art. By 

integrating Ndokwa objects into their paintings, artists can bridge the gap between past and present, fostering a 

deeper connection to their lineage and cultural heritage. 

Wewe (2020) similarly argues that African heritage, embodied in cultural objects, plays a pivotal role in 

contemporary artistic expressions. The study highlights how artists like Tola Wewe employ traditional motifs 

derived from their ancestry to create dialogues that address contemporary issues. By utilizing Ndokwa material 

culture in painting, artists manifest a dialogue between the old and the new, offering viewers an intricate 

understanding of identity and belonging within a rapidly changing world. 

The Role of Music and Performance. Eze (2022) expands the discussion by incorporating the role of 

music and performance in the interpretation of visual arts. He posits that the synergy between different forms of 

cultural expression enhances the artistic exploration of material culture on Eze’s work, he reveals how musical 

elements influence imagery, creating a multi-sensory experience that resonates with the audience. 

This interconnectedness underscores the idea that Ndokwa material culture does not exist in isolation; 

rather, it interacts dynamically with other cultural forms, enriching the narrative depth of paintings. 

Material Culture as a Symbol of Resistance and Identity. The significance of Ndokwa materials extends 

beyond aesthetic appreciation; they serve as symbols of resistance against cultural erasure. Contemporary artists 

consciously choose to depict these objects to assert their identity and heritage amidst globalization pressures. 

Okundaye (2018) notes that such artistic choices reflect a conscious reclamation of cultural narratives that have 

historically been marginalized. Artists use these portrayals to challenge stereotypes and foster a reevaluation of 

what constitutes 'Nigerian' art. 

The integration of Ndokwa material objects in painting also raises questions about authenticity and 

representation. Wewe (2020) identify traditional elements, which can dilute their significance. This tension 

prompts a critical examination of how cultural heritage is portrayed in the art world and calls for ethical 

considerations regarding the use of traditional motifs in contemporary settings. 

 

The Role of Material Culture in Artistic Expression 

Recent studies have highlighted the critical role that material culture plays in shaping artistic narratives. 

Eze (2023) emphasizes that Ndokwa artists utilize traditional objects—such as masks, textiles, and pottery ,not 

merely as subjects but as integral components of their artistic language. Through these objects, artists bridge the 

gap between ancestral wisdom and contemporary societal issues, creating a dialogue that resonates with both local 

and global audiences. 

 

Identity and Representation 

The concept of identity is crucial in the artistic exploration of Ndokwa material culture. In his article, 

Okafor (2023) argues that contemporary painters often incorporate Ndokwa cultural symbols to assert their 

cultural identity in an increasingly globalized art world. This assertion is not only a claim of heritage but also an 

act of resistance against cultural homogenization. The author notes that works such as those by  Eze serve as 

powerful statements that challenge viewers to reconsider their understanding of identity in relation to place. 

 

The Dialogic Relationship Between Tradition and Modernity 

The tension between tradition and modernity is another prominent theme in the literature. Nwokocha 

(2024) explores how contemporary Ndokwa artists reinterpret traditional motifs to speak to modern experiences. 

The blending of old and new techniques—such as mixed media, digital art, and installation—creates a fresh 

perspective that honors heritage while engaging with contemporary themes, including migration, globalization, 

and environmental concerns. 

 

Case Studies of Notable Artists 

Several contemporary Ndokwa artists have gained international recognition for their innovative use of 

material culture. Udeh (2023) discusses the work of artists like Obinna Ijeoma, whose paintings often feature 

Ndokwa artifacts, using them as metaphors for exploring themes of cultural displacement and belonging. These 

case studies underline the importance of individual narrative within the collective cultural experience, showcasing 

how personal stories inform broader artistic expressions. 

 

The Impact of Globalization 

Globalization has had a significant impact on the perception and interpretation of Ndokwa material 

culture in contemporary art. As noted by Okwuosa (2022), the integration of global art movements into local 
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practices has led to a unique form of artistic hybridity. While some artists embrace these influences, others strive 

to preserve the authenticity of Ndokwa traditions. This duality presents a dynamic platform for ongoing discourse 

about cultural heritage in a globalized world. 

 

II. Conclusion 
Through the appraisal of the significance of Ndokwa material cultural objects in painting exploration, it 

is evident that these artifacts are crucial to understanding contemporary Nigerian 

art. They embody historical narratives, foster identity, and facilitate a dialogue between tradition and 

modernity. Scholars like Okundaye, Wewe, and Eze contribute to this discourse by demonstrating how these 

cultural elements are not merely decorative but central to the creation and interpretation of contemporary art. As 

the art world continues to evolve, the role of Ndokwa cultural objects will likely remain a vital area of exploration, 

serving as discussions around identity, heritage, and artistic expression. 

 

Implication 

The appraisal of significance of ndokwa material cultural objects in painting implies exploration of how 

ndokwa cultural artifacts influence and enhance the visual language of painting, which has some key implication 

such as the title suggesting that Ndokwa material culture, holds particular importance, possibly reflecting 

historical, social, or spiritual narrative that deserve to be explored within the context of contemporary art. The 

appraisal of these objects is aimed to foster meaningful conversation between traditional ndokwa cultural 

expression and modern artistic practices, examining how they interact and inform each other hence, the study 

may address identity, considering how ndokwa cultural objects contribute to the self- representation of community 

and challenge dominant narrative in the art world. There is also implication that understanding the significance 

of these objects can lead to greater appreciation among artists, curators and audience, enriching the educational 

discourse, surrounding both Ndokwa culture and contemporary art.  The exploration of material culture in art, 

particularly in the context of the Ndokwa people of Nigeria, presents a unique perspective on identity, heritage, 

and the interplay between tradition and modernity. This literature review synthesizes current scholarship focusing 

on the significance of Ndokwa cultural objects within and studies to highlight the broader implications of these 

objects in artistic expression. 

 

Overview: 

Ndokwa material culture includes a wide array of artifacts, including mask, jewelry, pottery, textiles, 

and tools each of this objects has their unique meaning and cultural significance. They are not merely functions, 

but represent a synergy between art and life. The intricacies of the designs often reflects social statues which 

explores modern themes, bridging the gap between, heritage and belongings. An example, the use of specific 

symbols to raise awareness about value of preserving indigenous cultures amidst globalization. 

Additionally, modern Ndokwa artist can incorporate traditional materials or motifs in their paintings to 

demonstrate how cultural heritage  or indigenous object blends with modern arts. Future exploration in this field 

should consider deepening relationship between material culture and contemporary art while being mindful of 

ethnical cultural sensitive. 

 

Recommendation: 

The researcher recommends the following that Ndokwa artist and scholars should collaborate projects 

in order to enhance  the understanding and interpretation of ndokwa material cultural objects partnership which 

can foster innovation while respecting cultural sensitivities. 

Creating workshop and educational programs that focus on the significance objects and application in 

contemporary artistic practices. This will help bridge the gap between traditional knowledge and modern artistic 

expression. 

• That future exploration should prioritize ethical practices that respects the ndokwa people. Artists must engage 

with community leaders to navigate the complexities of representational responsibility and ethically. 

• Expand research and documentation of Ndokwa material cultural objects and foster platforms for showcasing 

their art. This will help elevate their art and also create opportunities for appreciation among wide audience 

(locally and internationally). 
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