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Abstract: The study aims to analyze the factors influencing the women rights in Sind. The right to education is
recognized as a human right by the United Nations. In this study we analyzed all those factors, bad policies,
religious ground, social and cultural limitations, lack of interest, and lack of access to it and analyzed their
effect on female education enrollment in Sukkur city.

The study was a quantitative research so strategy of research was survey and questionnaire. The target
population for the study was large and diverse therefore stratified random sampling technique was used. The
main tools for data collection were questionnaires and interview schedules. Document analysis was also used in
the study. Data was analyzed statistically.

Our results suggest that the lack of good policies, income of the family, education of the parents and
distance of school from home have a significant impact on the schooling decision for girls. The paper will
contribute to the literature in such a manner that it investigates the factors that affect schooling decisions for
girls.
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I. Introduction

Background Of The Study

It has also been observed that female access to education in Pakistan is terribly slow. The current male
to female literacy ratio is still at 65:40. According to the World Bank, there is no investment more effective for
achieving development goals than educating girls. Everybody has the right to education, which has been
recognized since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948. According to Article 28 of the
United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child in 1989 November, the right of basic education is the
basic right of the children and call for all nations to make primary education compulsory and available free to
all. According to the UNESCO, 60% of the girls and 72% of boys were enrolled in primary school in the year
2008. Furthermore, 28% girls and 37% boys were enrolled in the secondary education for the same year.
It is, therefore, in this research study we will make an attempt to bring clarity in the concept of women rights to
education in the perspective of international human rights standard which the government of Pakistan is under
an obligation to ensure. We also investigate the predominant customary practice and their inference on women
of the country.

Statement Of The Problem

Educational options are limited in Pakistan. While the demand for education rests high, poorer families
will only send their children to a school system that is important to their everyday lives and economic needs.
The Annual Status of (school) Education Report (ASER) released the report, according to it, one-third of the
children of 6 to 16 years of age in Balochistan and Sindh are out of school. This ratio rises to 61.2 percent in
Sindh and77.7 percent in Balochistan, in regard to early childhood education. Almost 75 percent of the students
drop out of schools before reaching class-X, while millions leave in the first two years in the primary schools.

(The Nation, February 02, 2013)

The study thus investigates the factors that influence the access of secondary education in Sind. Two main
questions guide this study: What are the reasons for children never attending school? And for those who did
attend, what are the reasons for dropping out before completing the basic level? In answering these questions,
the study will:
(i) examine trends in basic education enrollment with specific focus on gender gaps;
(i1) examine the varying performance of governorates in raising enrollment, especially among girls;
(iii) analyze the factors perceived as barriers to schooling of children.

II. Research Questions
Further these questions would be consider,
e  What is the background of women’s right to education?
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e s there any significant difference between the academically qualified parents &less qualified parents and
their daughter’s education?

e I[s there any significant positive relationship between girls education and their parents income level?

e [s there any significant negative relationship between girl’s education and their school distance from
home?

e  What are the customary Practices in respect of women’s education? and;

e  What is the way forward

SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This study was conducted in Taluka Sukkar in Sind. The end result of this study includes practicable
recommendations, which in turn is helpful to the policy and decision makers, planners and other to improve
girls’ situation and development at large.

RESEARCH DESIGN

Questionnaire and interview protocol were designed. This research was conducted through self-
administered questionnaire distributed among 50 girls and interviewed 30 parents with varying age, monthly
income, profession, language, residential area (socio-economic status) and education in Sukkur city. The study
was performed in five union councils out of 12 Uc’s of Sukkur city, Sindh’s second largest city, derives its name
from its headquarters town Sukkur

POPULATION & SAMPLING

Population of the present study consist of the female respondents age group 11-16 either they were studying or
not or dropped out. According to Annual Status of Education Report 2012, school enrollment ratio of children
(age group 11-16) is 61.15%, children who never enrolled are 24.35% while drop out ratio of this age group is
14.5%. Stratified random sampling technique was adopted for the study.

DATA COLLECTION
Data was collected through personal visits. Data collection will consist of surveys and interviews. Both the
primary and secondary data was collected

DATA ANALYSIS
Data was presented by using various methods such as tables, graphs, charts, percentages and words.

DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

This research was conducted through self-administered questionnaire. Section A of the instrument
focused on the demographic information on the respondents, 50 girls age 11-16 and 30 mothers. The girls were
classified as attending schools (58%), never attending schools (10%) and dropped out of schools (32%). It was
hoped to obtain some indications of the significance of various factors in respect of school enrolment, such as:
transport problem, distance to school; family size, parental occupation; parental education, and the attitude of
mothers, fathers and the children themselves to their education.
T he data used in this study come from survey and interviews. To reflect the most recent picture on girls’
education we primarily use the District Sukkur SEMIS 2011. We used standard survey instruments to collect
data on girls and mothers (age, relation to head, education, work status, total no of children ...etc.) and
household living conditions (total no of household members, no of working members, level of income, area of
living). We collected detailed information on children’s education including, current schooling status, cost of
education, current schooling status of their siblings, current work status, reasons for never attending school and
reasons for dropping out of school (as perceived by the respondents-- the mothers). In addition collected
information on category of school (government, private or welfare), distance of school from home, school
environment, scholarship program.. The data is collected based on a stratified sample design.

TABLE 1 Enrollment by class in Government schools for the year 2011-12 of City Sukkur:

School level Total Boys Girls
Primary 61 5,962 6,840
Secondary 20 5,270 4,186
Higher Secondary 03 1,356 2,661

The table 01 gives details of primary and middle school enrolment and the reasons why children do not go to
school. The tables 01 indicate that there is a sharp drop in enrolment after the primary classes in girls (2654). It
indicating that males and females both drop-out from school but girls rate high (2654) than boys (692) after
primary education. Table 01 presents the school enrolment rates for boys and girls for different categories, and it
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can be immediately seen that the biggest disparity is for the higher secondary school enrolment for boys (3914)
than girls (1525).

Above table indicates that there is slight difference in enrolment ratio from Primary class to secondary
and higher secondary class. However we can observe significant difference in enrolment ratio from primary
class to onward that up to 12th. The ratio is 6,840 girls at primary level in city Sukkur but tremendously
decreases to 4,186 for secondary level for girls and 2,661 for higher secondary level Table-1 is also a clear
indicator for declined number of female students in the educational institutions of city Sukkur especially after
primary classes but in case of boys the ratio is 5,962 boys at primary level and sustain to 5,270 for secondary
level but tremendously decreases to 1,358 for higher secondary level. It’s very clear from above table that
number of boys students is becoming lesser after secondary class as compare to girls students. Even though girls
enter primary school in the same proportions as boys, dropout rates are higher among girls than boys
particularly in standard 1 and in the upper standards of primary school.

FIGURE 01 Government school’s enrollment of Girls & Boys for the year 2011-12 of City Sukkur
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FIGURE 02 Enrollment in Mixed school Girls & Boys for the year 2011-12 of City Sukkur
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FIGURE 04 Government school’s enrollment of Boys

www.iosrjournals.org 55| Page



women rights to education and its implementation in sindh

boys

rimary

ndary

gher
secondary

TABLE 02 Current Schooling Status of Respondents (Girls)
Schooling status Girls Girls%
Never attend 05 10.0%
Currently attend 29 58.0%
Dropped out 16 32.0%

TABLE 03 Respondents (Girls) Parents Income Level

Income Level NO of Respondents(Girls) NO of Respondents(Girls)%
Poor (Below 15,000) 14 28%
Average (15,000 to 25,000) 11 22%
Rich(above 25,000) 17 34%
Don’t Know 08 16%

TABLE 04 Current Schooling Status of Girls, by Income levels

Schooling status Poor % Middle % Rich%
(Below15,000) (15,000 to 25,000) (above 25,000)

Never attend 80.0 20.0 ---

Currently attend 17.2 13.7 69.0

Dropped out 66.6 22.2 11.1

Table 04 shows the schooling status of girls by level of household income. Overall 80% out of school girls
belong to poor families while 20% out of school girls belong to middle income families and none from rich
group. Hence 66.6% of the age group is in school leaving belong to poor families While 22.2% girls dropped
out belong to middle families and only 11.1% girls dropped out who belong rich families. . However, in terms of
household wealth, the table also shows a positive association with school attendance and a negative association
with non-attendance and dropout. That is, school attendance increases with household wealth while non-
attendance and dropping out systematically decreases with household wealth. Table shows girls from poor
household are the most likely to have never attended school (80%) compared to girls from middle class (20%)
and richer households (none).

We have found a positive connection between household income and schooling of children (69%).
Income is seen as a crucial factor for schooling decisions since it determines the amount of available resources
for each child and the family. Therefore, having a higher financial resource is positively associated with more
education. The rise in the household income decreases the probability of no schooling and increases the
probability of formal education for boys and girls.

FIGURE 05 Current Schooling Status of Girls, by Income levels
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TABLE 05 Mean of the Monthly income of respondents (girls) Parents
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Monthly Average Income
15,20,05,10,10,06,35,16,08,08,10,40,20,06,06,08,50,10,10,100,20,06,40,40,15,40,30,35,50,30,40,50,50
,100,35,100,50,55,25,25,40,05,06,25,20,20,35,25,35,07
The mean of the Monthly income of respondents are 29.64 which shows that on average they are in between
25000 to 30,000, whereas median and mode explains that more people having monthly income in between
24,000 to 30,000. This study assessed the effect of poverty and low income level on girl’s access to education.
In above table 2.2 here 80% girls were those who never attend school belong to poor families 20% belong to
middle families and none from rich families. Mothers (70%) belong to poor and middle families said, if there is
not enough money to feed then how parents send their children in to school, then family background also counts
a lot. if a child comes from poor family then it results in dropouts and absence. Dropped out respondents
(girls)66.6% belong to poor families while 05 girls dropped out of school in the 5th grade, 08 in the 9th grade,
one in the 10" grade, and 02in the 11th grade

TABLE 06 Average Family Size of Respondents (Girls)

Family Size NO of Respondents(Girls) NO of Respondents(Girls)%
Below to 05 08 16%
Below to 08 19 38%
Below to 10 20 40%
Above to 10 03 06%

FIGURE 06 Average Family Size of Respondents (Girls)
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The family size amongst the children surveyed was as above below to 05 family members 16 %, below to 08
were 38%, below to 10 were 40% and above to 10 were 06%. That means average family size (78%) of
respondents were 07. According to District Sukkur SEMIS 201 1the average family size in Sukkur is 06.s0 most
of the sample belongs to average family size. The family size and family composition both have significant for
girls” sample. First measure is computed by taking the number of people living in the same household into
consideration. This decreases the probability of attaining school for girls and boys. “We want to get education to

our children girls or boys but we haven'’t enough financial resources”, said Noor Jahan Bibi (a mother belong
poor family). According to table below 73.3% respondents average family size were 6.5.

TABLE 07Average Family Size of Respondents (Parents)

Family Size NO of Respondents(Girls) NO of Respondents(Girls)%
Below to 03 03 10%
Below to 05 08 16%
Below to 08 19 38%
Below to 10 20 40%
Above to 10 03 06%
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FIGURE 07 Average Family Size of Respondents (Parents)
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TABLE 08 Respondents Parents Professions

Professions NO of Respondents(Girls) NO of Respondents(Girls)%
Agriculture --- -—-
Business 17 34%
Skilled worker 10 20%
Jobs 16 32%
Others 05 10%
FIGURE 08 Respondents Parents Professions
Respondents Parents
Professions
Agriculture
Business
Skilled worker
Jobs
Others
TABLE 09 Source of Income of Respondents (Parents)
Levels Agriculture Job Buissness Skilled ker Guardian
No of Respondents | 1 16 6 5 2
No of 3.3% 53.3% 20% 16.6% 6.6%
Respondents%
TABLE 10 Parents Education Level (%) of Respondents (Girls)
Gender Never Madrasa Primary Middle Matric Inter B.A M.A Others
Attend
Father 14.0 12.0 14.0 2.0 26.0 6.0 12.0 4.0 10.0
Mother 4.0 30.0 20.0 4.0 14.0 - 12.0 8.0 8.0
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TABLE 11 Respondents (Mothers) Education Level(%)

Levels Never Nazra Alma Primary Middle Matric Inter B.A M.A
Attend

No of 16.6 26.6 33 233 6.6 6.6 6.6 6.6 33

Respondents%

FIGURE 09Parents Education Level (%) of Respondents (Girls)

H Father
® Mother

TABLE 12 Parents Education Level (%) of those Respondents (Girls) who enrolled

Gender Never Madrasa Primary Middle Matric Inter B.A M.A Others
Attend

Father 6.8 13.7 10.3 34 27.5 10.3 17.2 34 13.7

Mother 34 27.5 24.1 6.8 24.1 34 10.3 17.2 6.8

FIGURE 10 Parents Education Level (%) of those Respondents (Girls) who enrolled
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Another factor that will be influential for the children’s schooling prospects is the parental education. In above
chart here 6.8% respondent’s father never attends school while 3.4% mothers never attend school. Hence 85.8%
respondent’s fathers were those who attend school and 44.7% fathers were those who enrolled in higher
secondary classes while 92.1% mothers were those who attend school and 37.7% mothers enrolled in higher
secondary classes that means more educated parents are more willing to send their kids to schools.
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TABLE 13 Respondent (Girls) Enrollment ratios in government or Private schools

Schools No of Respondents No of Respondents %
Government 18 58%
Private 11 35%
Madrasa 02 6.6%

FIGURE 11 Respondent (Girls) Enrollment ratios in government or Private schools
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government or Private schools
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According to above table shows that the majority of basic education students are in public schools (62%), with
6.6% in religious schools and 35% in private schools, which reflects a small contribution of the private sector in

the education sector

TABLE 14 Distance of school

Distance of school NO of Responses NO of Responses%
Near 10 35%
Far 19 65%
FIGURE 12 Distance of school
No of Responses%
Near
m Far

When asked respondents “How do you usually go to school?” by walk, by bus, bicycle, rickshaw, car, lorry or
another way 37% replied by walk and 63% used any conveyance.

TABLE 15 Means of Transport

Means of Transport NO of Responses NO of Responses%
By Walk 11 37%
By conveyance 18 63%
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FIGURE 13 Means of Transport
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TABLE 16 Nature of Transport

Nature of Transport NO of Responses NO of Responses%
Personal 07 39%

Rickshaw 11 61%

Public — —

As we can see distance between home and school still be a deterrent to female participation in school. Girls
(60%) said When transportation was not available they walked to school or did not go to school. Mothers (70%)
told the effect of incompleteness of primary education is the problems of distance between home and school.
The issue of the security of daughters is very significant so they don’t use public transport (Suzuki) and fare of
rickshaw is very expensive (6000 per month at least). If such distance is perceived by parents to be manageable
but problematical then in general it is more likely that the enrolment of girls will be adversely affected. For
obvious reasons distance between home and secondary school is normally greater than for primary. Furthermore
the secondary sector is even more likely to be incomplete, making physical access for those girls who qualify
particularly difficult, or even impossible. Cost of education can be higher that the schools are farther away.
When transportation was not available they walked to school or did not go to school. Its make access to school
more difficult than at primary level. Distance to school has more implications for girls than for boys as we have
seen above.
TABLE 17 Ratio of Respondents siblings attending school

Ratio of Respondents siblings attending Responses Responses%
school

Yes 26 52%

No 05 10%
Dropped 15 30%
Enrolled son not daughters 03 06%
Enrolled daughters not son 01 02%

As can be seen from the table below 8.2 Poor accesses to education is due to poverty among families and
communities, the conservatism and illiteracy of parents, low budgetary allocations to the education sector, and
an acute shortage of public schools

Although primary education is officially free of charge, in essence it is not free because schools charge different
kinds of informal fees (e.g., exam fees, admission fees, readmission fees). The direct costs of schooling such as
school uniforms and supplies can be beyond the means of the poor.

TABLE 18 Causes of out of School children (siblings of Respondents)

Causes No of Respondents No of Respondents %
Early Marriage 04 20%
Distance of school 05 25%
Customary Practice 03 15%
Household Duties 03 15%
Difficulties in Studies 02 10%
Lack of interest 03 15%
Poor income level 15 75%
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Table 19 Scholarship Program of Respondents (Girls)

Did you get scholarship

No of Respondents(Girls)

No of Respondents%

Yes

09

31%

No

20

79%

TABLE 20 Scholarshi

Program of Respondents (Mothers) children

Did your child get scholarship

No of Respondents(Mothers)

No of Respondents%

Yes

05

20%

No

20

80%

Government involved in addressing the crucial problem of enabling girls, especially in low income areas, to
progress to the secondary sector, which often involves the construction of new facilities, as well as providing
scholarships to cover fees, uniforms, books and other necessary expenses. The present incentive system does not
contribute to bringing out-of-school children into the classroom because the scholarships are directed only31%
students and 79% were those already in school but didn’t know about scholarship program. As far as secondary
education is concerned there is a real need for incentives in the form of scholarships for girls. Mothers said
(80%) the distribution system should ensure that poor and deserving children will continue to receive
scholarships until they complete secondary and higher education because the decisions to award scholarships
have very limited scholarship quotas so the impact of scholarship programmes is minimal for retaining children
in school and aspirations for higher education.

"I want to come to school very much" - only 11% of the Respondents (Girls) in the survey disagreed
with this statement, 75% agreed and 14% were those who said they want to come and have got scholarship with
other facilities(books, uniform, free fees) “At what level do you want to get Education?” only 04% of the
Respondents (Girls) in the survey replied to become Matriculate, 11% don’t know and 85%wants to become
graduate and post graduate.

To examine parents’ and children’s educational expectations, the following questions were respectively
used in the data analysis: “Why do you want your daughters to get education?”

Career choices by girls were strongly influenced by parents with more limited experience and fewer role
models, operated within a smaller range of choices, doctor (24%), teacher (34%), Manager (6.6%), computer
programmer (07%), others(15%)and 13%dont know .

When parents were asked their expectation and perception about their daughter’s education, their
response shows 75% of the parents wish their daughters to get high education and government should provide
facilities to them 15% of the parents wish their daughters to get job and financially support family 10%
remained neutral. The girl's own ideas about their future offspring showed that their plans are for provide higher
education to them, not only in the elite where this might be expected, but also in poorer onset(girls from Dhobi
Mohala, Kumhar Mohala etc.)

TABLE 21 Respondents (Girls) Parents Documents status

Levels N.I.C Birth Certificate Nikahnama
No of Respondents 24 7 21
No of Respondents% 80% 23.3% 70%

Although families are asked to produce parents’ citizenships or children’s birth certificates at the time of
enrollment, documents many families specially women do not possess but as can be seen above table 10.1 80%
respondents (mothers) have their N.I.C, 70% have their Nikahnama even 24% possess their birth certificate all.

SUMMARY

This study investigates factors affecting girl’s education at the secondary level in Sukkur. To one side
from financial factor, cultural and social factors are the major barriers for girls to attend secondary and higher
education in Sukkur. This study considered various variables to explain why girls are less likely to be enrolled in
schools. The results suggest that level of income of parents, education of the parents; customary practices and
school distance from home have a significant impact on the schooling decision for girls.

LEVEL OF PARENTS INCOME

The socio-economic status of parents appears to be the key factor in deciding whether girls go to school
or not. It is poverty which is the main obstacle. However, other factors which were point out such as customary
practice (15%), lack of interest (15%), early marriages (20%), household duties (15%), difficulties in studies
(10%) and others it is found that they are all linked to lack of adequate financial resources to keep the girls in
school. Here 80% girls were those who never attend school belong to poor families 20% belong to middle
families and none from rich families. Mothers (70%) belong to poor and middle families said if there is not
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enough money to feed then how parents send their children in to school, then family background also counts a
lot. if a child comes from poor family then it results in dropouts and absence. Dropped out respondents
(girls)66.6% belong to poor families while 05 girls dropped out of school in the 5th grade, 08 in the 9th grade,
one in the 10" grade, and 02in the 11th grade

This is the factor related to the costs ( school fees, cost of uniform, books, stationary etc..) of sending
girls to school as well as the overall poverty of the family and the income level, It was the most common reason
for no enrolment and dropout(75%).). Recent government policies (Scholar ship program) though have really
reduced the direct cost of schooling for the parents.

“I am going to school easily because I am receiving 2500 Rs. Scholarship every month” (Respondent from
Gharibabad said). Despite these efforts however, the study has shown that

here are still other direct costs to schooling which are acting as constraints to enrolling
and keeping girls in school (scholarship distribution limitations ). What other strategies are necessary in Sindh in
order to have every child in Sindh enrolled and stay in school? This is one of the questions to be addressed in
this study.

Therefore poor income level is a principal factor but girls are affected differently by its various
indexes. In the same communities where poor income level rules highest (75%) there are also individuals who
still stick at school. This then demands for a conduct which looks at each of the factors recommended to poor
income level separately. Especially, when families are esteem forced the current income will significantly shape
the family’s ability to invest in children’s education. This finding is expected and financial resources are
essential to for the families to be able to invest in the children’s education, especially when there are no public
supports available. The family level of prosperity shows a significantly positive association with the girls’
education. (70% enrolled girls belong to rich families and 80% girls were those who never attend school belong
to poor families, 20% belong to middle families and none from rich)

PARENTS EDUCATION
Another factor that is very important for the girl’s schooling decision is the parental education.

According to result we can say parents' education is an influential factor of their children's educational
attainment (85.8% enrolled respondent’s fathers were those who attend school and 44.7% fathers were those
who enrolled in higher secondary(above inter) classes and 72.1% fathers were those who enrolled in
secondary(above matric) while 92.1% mothers were those who attend school and 37.7% mothers enrolled in
higher secondary classes 61.8% mothers enrolled in secondary classes ) that means educated parents are more
willing(100%) to send their children to schools and Parental education is positively and significantly related to
both boys’ and girls” education..

SCHOOL DISTANCE

All the secondary schools are very far away rather primary schools. In this respect, they are indeed
serving the purpose of reducing distance to school for the young girls. Poor location of schools disadvantages
pupils, girls are particularly affected. . This condition is not ideal for girls education and their negative impact
on girls in particular, were noticeable.

CULTURAL FACTOR

In order to explore these factors, the study examined the underlying forces of such aspects as cultural
practices, beliefs and attitudes, religion and power relationships in the household and how all these influence
girls’ schooling. In examining cultural practices, beliefs and attitudes the study sought to investigate parental
and community attitudes towards the education of boys and girls. Findings from separate focus group interviews
that were conducted with girls, mothers, and principals shown that generally parents’ attitudes towards the
education of both boys and girls are very positive while in some communities (Dhobi Mohala, Kumhar Mohala)
children were not allowed to get education but young mothers interviews indicated that they realized that both
educated boys and girls were not only a source of pride to the community but also good for the development of
the community and the country as a whole. Mothers admitted that although in the past boys education was
valued more than girls’, the trend had changed in recent years. In principle, parents acknowledged that they
recognized their moral obligation to provide equal schooling opportunities to their children.
Our results show that, among the significant factors of girls’ never attendance are: household level of
prosperity, parents’ education and customary practices in the community. Whereas the most significant predictor
of children’s dropout is the school distance from home, not availability of transport, parents income level, in
addition to household level of wealth, parents’ education, and cost of education per learner in the community.
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III. Recommendation

We show that despite the spectacular increase in basic education enrollments in Sindh, yet there are
still challenges ahead before Pakistan can achieve universal basic education, particularly for girls. Data on
respondents (mothers’ reported) reasons for school never attendance and dropout reveals that direct costs of
education, low income level, school distance from home , child disinterest in school, customs and traditions,
and poor government planning are significant reasons barriers to girls education. Despite much effort during the
past years and significant progress in putting girls in school, much remains to be done in achieving universal
basic education. It is therefore the responsibility of everybody, the parents, the communities, the government as
well as the education system to solve the problem of girls’ education. The recommendations presented in this
paper are derived from the problem solution backgrounds conducted with mothers and principals in the
communities and the following recommendations were made in the light of data analysis, interpretation and
results:

e The study recommends that government should make deliberate efforts to enhanced the provision of
transport facilities.

e  The study also recommends that that the ministry of education must make sure that enhance the scholarship
program to every child not even primary education but provide for secondary and higher secondary
education. Increase the size of scholarships so that the money is enough to come across educational costs.
Establish a school community boards at the local level to identify girls capable for scholarships, distribute
the scholarships accordingly and monitor how they are used.

e Poverty has been recognized as another restrictive to girls’ education in this study. It is therefore
recommended that government and other welfare organizations interested in girls’ education should prefer
to have provided to financial support that would enable their parents to engage in some form of income
generating facility.

e There is need to provide educational facilities to female population. The government may make such
policies that establish secondary and higher secondary schools near or short walking distance from their
homes for increasing female enrolment in education. There is need to introduce free of corruption and
compulsory education from primary education up to higher secondary education.

e The study has identified direct and indirect cost (fees, uniform, books, other learning materials, co-
curricular activities) as an important constraint to sending girls to school. Introduce welfare schooling
programs to those girls who are not allowed to go to secondary schools and other children who cannot
attend formal secondary schools and provide them allowances (scholarships, free textbooks, uniforms and
nutrition) for cost of education.

e During study when asked children and mothers, “why they want to get education or to their children, most
of them answered in formal and traditional aspect. The study strongly recommends that the ministry of
education must make sure that parents and children must correct their perception about the goals of
education.

Iv. Conclusion:

In this study, only a few parental and cultural variables were used, although it can be assumed that many
other factors affect children's educational attainment. Due to the unavailability of information, limited human
resources, and time constraints, many important variables were excluded from the study. For example, mothers'
decision power at home and fathers dominant role for girls education may have been important variables. This
would have explained how the amount of income spent on children affected their educational attainment. In
addition to the household and community factors excluded from the study, there were other explanatory
variables that were left out due to the focus of the paper and the availability of the information. These included
the quality of school system, the amount of scholarship for each child in the school, and the location of the
school. Also, community' attitudes on education and values could play a significant role in children's
educational attainment. However, these factors cannot be measured.

The study explores how parental and other socioeconomic factors affect children's educational attainment.
The study find that a strong relationship exists between educational attainments and three factors: parent's
education, household income, and school distance from home. On the other hand, the relationship between these
cultural variables, customary practice, early marriage, religious factors and children's educational attainment did
not work out like the socioeconomic literature suggested.
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